Introduction
This special issue of the Journal of Industrial Engineering and Management contains a selection of the papers that were accepted at the CIO2012 International Conference, developed in Vigo The papers here presented cover a number of consolidated and emerging topics of the conference scope and they may help readers to gain a deeper understanding of how Industrial Engineering could contribute to overcome the economic crisis.
We would like to express our gratitude to all the authors, reviewers and the Organizing Committee for their enthusiastic work and magnificent support during CIO 2012. that an alternative heuristic approach outperforms the approach now use by the company, in terms of inventory value while fulfilling the target fill rate that has been set for repairable parts.
Overview of the papers
The ninth paper, by J. Maheut and J.P. Garcia-Sabater, addresses complete enumeration based on a stroke graph approach for operations supply network configuration and operations scheduling in the supply networks of a European company which assembles customized machine tools through several geographically distributed factories and delivers them to the customers' factory.
-700-Journal of Industrial The tenth paper, by A. Duran, I. Garcia and M. Gutierrez, proposes an integrated computersupported multi-staged approach to the flexible design and multicriteria evaluation of service infrastructure assigned processes/algorithms. This approach facilitates the flexible modelling/design of situation-specific assignment processes/algorithms and their performance assessment when facing their case-specific user population.
To finish with, the eleventh paper, by M.P. Cordero and R. Poler, examines the current methodologies and approaches developed to estimate carbon footprint in supply chains and the studies existing in the literature review about the application of these methodologies and other new approaches proposed by some authors. -701-
